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Beyond (Straight and Gay) Marriage reframes the family-rights debate by arguing that marriage

shouldn't bestow special legal privileges upon couples because people, both heterosexual and

LGBT, live in a variety of relationships-including unmarried couples of any sexual orientation,

single-parent households, extended biological family units, and myriad other familial configurations.

Nancy D. Polikoff shows how the law can value all families, and why it must.
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Nancy Polikoff, a professor of law at the American University Washington College of Law, has

researched the very current topic of 'marriage rights' that for the most part are regarded by the

general public as the battle between same sex and different sex marriage, an area where there is

very little equality or respect to be gleaned from the media, and hence the public. Polikoff wisely

approaches this disparity of human rights from an angle that allows every reader to become

involved in her plea for reconsideration of what is labeled (and respected) as 'family'.Too often

books on the subject of gay rights are so skewed that they end up preaching to the choir or throwing

fire on a malignant issue: the audience craving equality under the law for legalizing same sex

marriage is balanced against the radical right who condemn the domestic partnership idea as a sin.

Polikoff recognizes this schism and in her very natural manner of writing poses examples of units of

people whose rights are denied by Social Security policies, child care conflicts resulting from the

definition of 'parent', and even rights for visitation in hospitals or hospices when the allowed visitors



are 'family only'. Why must the label 'marriage' be the deciding factor in units of loving people

whose potential for and production of caring homes be the norm?The subtitle of Polikoff's fine book

- VALUING ALL FAMILIES UNDER THE LAW - is well chosen and in many ways is the major

message of her book. She asserts that all family relationships and households deserve equal rights

now saved only for married couples.
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